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TAGS: PINT, IS 

SUB J : LATEST PORI POLL SHOWS CONTINUING DECLINE IN MRS MEIR'S 
POPULARLITY 

1. COMPARISON OF FOUR PORI POLLS BETWEEN JULY 1973 AND END 

OF JANUARY 1974 REVEALS PRECIPITOUS AND CONTINUING DECLINE OF 
PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR MRS MEIR IN WAKE OF OCTOBER WAR. IN 
JULY 1973, 67.2 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS SAID THAT THEY WERE 
SATISFIED WITH MRS MEIR'S DECISION TO RUN AGAIN FOR PRIME MIN- 
ISTER. IN FIRST POSTWAR PORI POLL, CONDUCTED NOVEMBER 
12-15, 1973, 45.1 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS SAID THAT THEY 
FAVORED MRS MEIR SERVING AN ADDITIONAL FULL FOUR YEAR TERM OF 
OFFICE. IN NEXT PAIR OF POLLS, QUESTION WAS POSED 
DIFFERENTLY. IN DECEMBER 11-16, 1973 POLL BEFORE ELECTION, 

32.9 PERCENT PICKED MRS MEIR AS THEIR CHOICE FOR PRIME MINISTER 
WHILE IN LATEST POLL, JANUARY 27-31, 1974, ON 21.5 PERCENT 
SELECTED HER AS THEIR FIRST CHOICE. 

2. IN DECEMBER 1973 AND JANUARY 1974 POLLS, WHICH ASKED, "IN 
YOUR OPINION WHO SHOULD BE PRIME MINISTER?" AND ALLOWED 
RESPONDENTS TO PROVIDE ANY NAME THEY WANTED, FIRST FIVE NAMES 
AND PERCENTAGE OF SUPPORT WERE AS FOLLOWS: (A) DECEMBER 1973: 
GOLDA MEIR 32.9 PERCENT, NENAHEM BEGIN 9.3 PERCENT, YIGAL 
ALLON 6.7 PERCENT, YITZHAK RABIN 5 PERCENT, MOSHE DAYAN 
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4.2 PERCENT, ALL OTHERS 6.8 PERCENT, DON’T KNOW 35.1 PERCENT; 
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(B) JANUARY 1974: GOLDA MEIR 21.5 PERCENT, YIGAL ALLON 15.5 
PERCENT, MENAHEM BEGIN 15.2 PERCENT, MOSHE DAYAN 9 PERCENT, 
YITZHAK RABIN 6.8 PERCENT, ALL OTHERS 10 PERCENT AND DON'T 
KNOW 22 PERCENT. 

3. WHILE QUESTIONS ASKED IN THESE POLLS HAD ABOVE VARIATION, 
BASIC TREND OF DECLINING SUPPORT FOR MRS MEIR IS CLEAR. 

THIS STATISTICAL TREND CORRESPONDS WITH MOUNTING WAVE OF 
CRTICISIM, BOTH FROM WITHIN LABOR PARTY AND IN PRESS, DIRECTED 
AGAINST MRS MEIR HERSELF AND ALSO AGAINST COLLECTIVE LABOR 
PARTY LEADERSHIP IN RECENT MONTHS. PUBLIC AWARENESS 
THAT SO FAR THERE HAVE BEEN NO LEADERSHIP CHANGES AND THAT 
NEXT GOVERNMENT IF LED BY MRS MEIR WILL PROBABLY ALSO 
INVOLVE VERY FEW PERSONNEL CHANGES IN KEY POSITIONS 
HAS FUELED SENSE OF FRUSTRATION AND ANGER. THIS ATMOSPHERE 
MAY CONTINUE TO PREVAIL AT LEAST UNTIL RESULTS OF 
AGRANAT INVESTIGATING COMMISSION ARE MADE PUBLIC, 

AND CONCEIVABLY THEREFAFTER. 
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